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Stewardship Report 2015–2016

We can never say Thank You enough!
The mission of Elijah House is to provide a Christ-centered and  

accessible choice in education that cultivates the hearts, minds and bodies 
of our city’s children for God’s glory and Richmond’s flourishing.
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“...So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  
 it shall not return to me empty,  
     but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
     Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;  
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;  
     and it shall make a name for the Lord,  
	 an	everlasting	sign	that	shall	not	be	cut	off.”

 Isaiah 55:11, 13 ESV

The Lord brought these verses to me as I prayed over 
how God would have us accomplish His purposes 
here at Elijah House Academy. They’re a beautiful 
metaphor of our tagline, becoming. My prayer for our 
community is that God would transform each one of 
us from thorns to towering cypresses, from briars to 
blooming myrtles.

It’s my privilege to see this happening here every day 
–	in	classrooms,	on	the	athletic	field,	and	in	quiet	
moments	of	reflection.

Not only is God working in the lives of our students 
and	staff,	but	He’s	also	opening	doors	of	opportunity	
for EHA to grow. Here are some ways growth is 
happening:

•  Due to the generosity of our donors, we’ve 
purchased the Crestwood Church property (land 
and buildings), giving us a permanent home with 
the flexibility to accommodate more students and 
programs.

•  Through the hard work of our families and staff, 
we recently achieved accreditation through both 
the Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI) and Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS)! This process made every part of 

Elijah House Academy – from 
academics to spiritual integration 
– healthier and stronger.

As God continues to reveal His 
purposes for EHA and its students, 
we remain committed to providing 
an accessible, Christ-centered education that 
challenges minds and bodies, and cultivates hearts 
and spirits too.

Thank you for your continued investment in our city’s 
youth. I look forward to sharing more victories with 
you next year.

Because of Him, we are becoming,

Jesse Kell, Head of School

A Note from the Head of School

Jesse and Elizabeth 
Kell were awarded Style 
Weekly’s 2015 “Top 40 
Under 40” award.
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Courtnei was a leader at EHA, graduating 
valedictorian of her class. “Having leadership 
positions at EHA gave me a foundation to use in 
leading employees. I learned how to guide and how 
to	interact	with	people	from	different	backgrounds.”	

After graduation in 2013, Courtnei didn’t 
immediately pursue any of her college 
acceptances. Instead, she opened her own small 
business	called	“Color	Me	Rainbow.”	She	can	
transform	a	child’s	face	into	a	graceful	butterfly	or	
tough ninja turtle. 

Fast forward three years and Courtnei sold her 
company and is both a full-time student at the VCU 
School of Business and working forty hours a week. 
Her major is in Marketing with a specialization in 
Integrated Marketing Communication and a minor in 
Media Studies.

EHA “equipped me for success because I learned 
about time management and diligence in accomplish-
ing goals. I learned how to push through circumstanc-
es.”	Speaking	of	diligence,	Courtnei	beams	over	her	“A”	
in Calculus class. Now a sophomore at 21, Courtnei 
entered	VCU	with	“an	arsenal	of	experience	from	EHA”	
thanks	to	resume	writing,	practicing	“soft”	conversa-
tion skills, and “working hard, so hard, especially in 
advanced	Biology.”	

The oratorical contests also “trained me in 
communicating what I want to say, in a short space. I 
know how to get my point across in school and at 
work. Business class presentations are easy because 
oratoricals	taught	me	how	to	deliver	effectively	to	

your audience, to be relatable, and to even use props. 
You’re always going to be nervous, but I learned with 
oratoricals	how	to	use	nerves	for	my	benefit.	And	the	
small classes allowed me to voice my opinions while 
showing	respect	for	others.”

“People overthink starting a business. For me, I 
began small and when the need grew, the business 
grew. Low overhead is key. Start within your means 
and only take on what you can handle, which plays in 
with your time management. I’ve hired employees, 
trained them, and run the accounting [side of the 
business].”	After	VCU	Courtnei	wants	to	open	another	

100% college acceptance every year.  
Thank you! 

Where are graduates in college today?  VCU, 
Radford University, John Tyler Community College, J. 
Sargeant Reynolds Community College, Old Dominion 
University, Virginia State University, Berea College

 “ There is nothing quite like sharing in the joy  
of a senior who has just received a college 
acceptance.”  
– Liz Martin, College and Career Teacher

“ I wouldn’t be able to do my job as a parent 
without EHA.”  
– Mother of 3rd and 7th grade girls

Alumna highlight 

EHA Graduate Equipped for Success

Courtnei at fall festival 2014  
showing her amazing talent for face painting.

Continued
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small business; this time to market local companies. 
She’ll	soon	need	to	quit	her	job	to	find	a	marketing	
and social media internship. If you need an intern, 
she’s available. 

But Courtnei’s success goes beyond the business 
world. Her EHA family truly cares about her heart. 
She’s still wrestling with God, asking Him hard 
questions.	“It’s	OK	to	talk	to	Him	about	your	
frustrations because you’re in a relationship. I hope 
my	experience	is	encouraging	to	others.”	Even	during	

deeply sad moments, she 
knows she belongs to Him. “I 
know	what’s	true.”	Praise	God.	
“When we pray, it should be a 
‘Your will be done’ prayer. Trust 
Him: Less of me and more of 
You, what You want. Do I 
wonder why events happen the 
way they do? Yes. But maybe 
my struggles will help someone 
else	down	the	road.”

Special thanks	to	the	first	charter	members	of	The	Buzz	and	Janet	Kell	Legacy	Society!	
Gifts	through	The	Society	greatly	benefit	EHA	and	the	donor	optimizing	state	and	federal	taxes,	
increasing	the	effectiveness	of	the	gift,	and	giving	a	sense	of	gratification.	 
As a 501c3, EHA may receive gifts through your estate. To explore giving options,  
call	Elizabeth	Kell	at	(804)	755-7051	or	Tom	Roberts,	Esq.	at	(804)	783-2000.

• Jo Garber
      • John and Donna Broughton
              • Sheila Marsh
                     • Jesse and Elizabeth Kell 
                            • Sadie Kennedy 

Some of our Seniors pose for a fun photo. EHA 
Founders Buzz and Janet Kell encourage our graduates 
to “Discover your assignment. Pursue it with passion. 
Refuse to give up. Enjoy the fruit of your faithfulness.”

Ms. Coleman taught 
her son, Danny,  
in first grade.
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Heart.  
We dug deep into young hearts, 
becoming mentors in identity 
formation:
•  You allowed us to spend 

time mentoring students and 
digging down into who they are 
becoming. Every child had at 
least one mentoring relationship. 
Plus,	EHA	has	a	school	counselor,	
an unusual blessing. Biblical 
counseling and mentoring are 
instrumental to our mission. 
Together we are cultivating the 
hearts of Richmond’s youth 
and sharing Christ’s love, one 
relationship at a time.

Mind.  
We dug deep into academics, 
becoming a more excellent 
school:
•  You allowed us to dig deep into 

our programs and classroom 
instruction. According to 
standardized testing the average 
EHA	8th	grader	is	seven points 
ahead of the rest of the nation in 
Math.

Body.  
We dug deep into athletics, art, 
and music, becoming strong, 
creative, and worshipful:
•		You	allowed	us	to	quicken	our	
fine	arts	and	athletic	prowess.	
The art studio produced 
beautiful work among the 
children in various mediums. The 
Praise	and	Worship	Team	led	the	
whole school in voice and 
instrument every week at chapel. 
The	new	track	and	field	team	
specialized in relays, hurdles, 
100m	dash,	and	400m	dash.	
Through your giving, we can 
provide an education to the 
whole student!

You have stood up for our city’s children and made it clear  
how much you care for them. You’ve made their “becoming” 
possible since 1989. Thank you! 
Because of you our students are becoming who God calls them to be in their hearts, with their minds, and 
through their bodies. You’ve dug deep so they could dig deep. Every dollar you gave was stretched and put  
to	work.	This	past	year,	we	got	deep	into	who	God	wanted	us	to	be!

We’re fully and dually accredited! 
•		According	to	our	accreditation	body,	our	most	“powerful	practices”	lie	in	our	financial	sustainability	(thank	you!)	
and	“remarkably	trusting	relationship”	between	the	Board	of	Directors	and	Head	of	School	(thank	you,	Board!).	
Becoming	fully	and	dually	accredited	was	a	significant	investment	for	the	ministry.	It	gives	us	increased	
credibility to colleges and parents, establishing systems of accountability and it strengthens our programs.
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536 Individuals 76%

31 Churches 5%

16 Foundations 16%

13 Corporations 3%

Did you know:
100% of parents sacrifically 
invest in their children’s future.

Who Is Donating Scholarships?

  

 

2015–16 was an  
amazing year for  
EHA Athletics! 
We fielded the most teams and the most athletes 
to date. We had 50 athletes competing in middle and 
varsity soccer, middle and varsity volleyball, middle 
and varsity basketball, and middle and varsity track 
and field. Over 70% of our students in 5th–12th 
grades played a sport for EHA.

1.  Our varsity boys’ basketball team advanced to our 
first-ever	championship	game	at	the	varsity	level.

2.		Our	middle	school	girls’	track	relay	team	finished	in	
the top three of a statewide invitational track meet.

3.  Four athletes were recognized as standout players 
in our conference for their athletic performance.

Off	the	field,	our	athletes	excelled	as	well.	Coaches	
stress academics and sportsmanship. Over 70% 
of our athletes made “ABC Club” for the entire 
year. Also, for the third year in a row, we received 
nominations for the league sportsmanship award. 
We are extremely proud of all that our coaches and 
teams accomplished last year and are very excited for 
the	future!

A message  
from the  
Athletic Director, 
Matt King 

Building Acquisition 
Total	Funds	Acquired	 	 $1,505,159
Buildings/Land	Cost	 	 $1,119,618
Reserve for Repairs/Upgrades  $385,541
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Financial Stability: Budget
 2015–2016  2016–2017
Revenue
Net	Student	Fees	 	$170,000	 	$182,450
Giving	 	$1,218,400	 	$1,301,150
Other	Revenue	 	$900	 	$900
Total Revenue  $1,389,300  $1,484,500

Expenses
Personnel	 	$1,015,100	 	$1,101,900
Curriculum	 	$34,500	 	$37,000
Food	Services	 	$21,400	 	$25,300
Extra-Curricular	 	$8,400	 	$9,100
Athletics	 	$34,700	 	$28,100
Facility	 	$128,800	 	$129,200
Office	 	$32,800	 	$34,800
Fund	Raising	 	$38,000	 	$43,000
Organizational	Dues	 	$3,600	 	$4,700
Accreditation	 	$3,000	 	$1,000
Capital	Projects	 	$30,000	 	$10,000
Marketing	 	$10,000	 	$10,000
Vehicles	 	$20,700	 	$19,500
Professional	Services	 	$7,000	 	$17,500
Other	Expenses	 	$1,300	 	$13,400
Total Expense  $1,389,300  $1,484,500
Net Revenue  $0  $0

Your time, talent, and treasure 
have been well invested.  
Every	day	you	gave	a	child	8+	hours	of	Christ-centered,	
loving, and empowering education.

“ I am becoming a more righteous man in my 
community... little kids started looking up to me.”  
– Dihimetri, 12th grade

“ Having served on the Board, I can tell you that Ned 
and I appreciate the accountability we see at EHA. 
We trust the leadership with our donations. They 
teach God’s Word. The academics are excellent.  
I’m proud my own children see me serve.” 
– Ned and Laura Valentine, EHA Donors
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Board of Directors 
•  Sally Mitchell, Chair
•  Stephen Jenkins, Vice Chair
•  Angela Cassano, Secretary
•  Barrett Clark, Treasurer
•  Donna Broughton
•  Joshua Fultz
•		Janet	Kell
•  Jake Magarity
•  Sheila Marsh
•  Malcolm Myers
•  James Olson
•  Thomas Roberts
•  Jonathan Taylor

Board of Advisors 
•  Jodi Beland
•  Orran and Chris Brown
•  Andrew Caleb
•  Maria Carroll
•  Jennifer Fitch
•  David and Tera Fleming
•		Katie	Hall
•  Steve Hall
•  Ricky and Audrey Love
•  Blair Massey
•  Tracey Mauck
•  Diann Mitchell
•  Eleanor Williamson

Churches 
•		Blackstone	Presbyterian
•		Christ	Presbyterian
•  City Church
•  Commonwealth Chapel
•  Cornerstone Assembly of God
•  Cornerstone Christian
•		Covenant	Presbyterian
•		Crestwood	Presbyterian
•  Disciple Company
•  East End Fellowship
•		Evergreen	Community	Presbyterian
•		First	Presbyterian
•		Grace	Covenant	Presbyterian
•		Hebron	Presbyterian
•  Hope Church
•  Mt. Vernon Baptist
•  Remnant Church
•		Salisbury	Presbyterian
•  Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek 

Orthodox
•		St.	Giles	Presbyterian
• St Jude’s Anglican Church 
•  St. Matthew’s Episcopal
•  St. Stephen’s Episcopal
•		Stony	Point	Reformed	Presbyterian
•		Swift	Creek	Presbyterian
•		Sycamore	Presbyterian
•  Third Church
•  Victory Life Fellowship
•  Village at Midlothian
•  West End Assembly of God
•  Woodlake UMC

2016 Gala Sponsors 
Gold $10,000
•		Chick-fil-A	at	Westchester	Commons
•  Anonymous
•		Thomas	H.	Roberts	&	Associates,	P.C.

Silver $5,000
•  LtCol and Mrs. Victor M. Gardner III
•  Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm J. Myers

Bronze $2,500
•  Mr. and Mrs. Franklin and Carol 

Graham
•  Commonwealth Acceptance, LLC
•		Pharmfusion	Consulting,	LLC

Other
•  Mrs. Mike Chalifoux
•  Groovin’ Gourmets
•  Mr. and Mrs. John and Cheryl Morgan
•  Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Betty Olson

2016 Gala Hosts 
•  Anonymous
•  Robert and Sondra Adams
•  Jalil and Mary Gin Andraos
•		Robert	and	Katherine	Arthur
•  Will and Lynn Ballentine
•  John and Donna Broughton
•  Orran and Chris Brown
•  Steve and Sharon Bulter
•  Andrew and Tanetta Caleb
•  Maria Carroll
•  Anthony and Angela Cassano
•  Barrett Clark
•  Commonwealth Chapel
•  Tom and Nancy Chewning
•		Crestwood	Presbyterian	Church
•  Rob and Elizabeth Cross
•  East End Fellowship
•  Dave and Mary Doug Enghauser
•  Evergreen Community Church
•  Dru and Jennifer Fitch
•  David and Tera Fleming
•  Joshua Fultz
•  Corky and Renee Gardner
•  Tom and Susan Gayner
•  John and Mary Ellen Gomes
•		Grace	Covenant	Presbyterian	Church
•  Franklin and Carol Graham
•		Esther	Harlfinger
•  Larry and Linda Harrison
•  Herb and Linda Heath
•  Hope Church
•		Charles	and	Kay	James
•  Stephen Jenkins
•  Courtnei Jones
•		Jesse	and	Elizabeth	Kell
•		William	and	Janet	Kell
•		Kumveka
•  Ricky and Audrey Love
•  Jake and Sally Magarity
•  Terry and Sheila Marsh
•  Hutch and Tracey Mauck
•  Robert and Sally Mitchell
•  Diann Mitchell
•  Jamie Mock
•  John and Cheryl Morgan
•  Mac and Lois Myers
•		Alshonda	Peoples
•  Don Quinby
•  Remnant Church
•  Tom and Shari Roberts
•		Phil	and	Rachel	Rohrer
•  Tod and Beverly Schlomann
•  Jonathan and Catherine Taylor
•  Steve and Conway Telfeyan
•  Edward and Laura Valentine
•		Randall	and	Kathy	White
•  Gene and Cathy Whitehead

EHA would like to thank the  
596 donors who invested 
$1,389,300 toward student 
scholarships during the  
2015–2016 academic year.

“ Every child should be nurtured 
with great love. Every day I 
drop my daughters off at EHA  
I know they are shown love  
and spiritual guidance, which 
promotes potential greatness.” 

– Mrs. Meade, mother of Kyndal 
(pictured) and Sydney, knows her 
daughters are loved at EHA.
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Elijah House Academy 
6627	B	Jahnke	Road	•	Richmond,	VA	23225	

(804)	755-7051
elijahhouseacademy.org

Thank You!


